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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS

(10: 03 a.m)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay, so that
conpl etes our Show Cause Status Hearing cases.
And we next have a Fact Finding Hearing for
the 54t h Annual Sakura Matsuri-Japanese Street
Festival. Onh, yes, cone forward pl ease.

The date of that event is Apri
12th, 2014. And the applicant is M. Htzig,
Japan- Aneri ca Soci ety of Washi ngton.

(O f the record comments)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Do you need
to give us sonething?

M5. FOZARD: These are the answers
to the questions that you sent.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay, Ms.

Wal ker will take them Thank you. So if you
would all sign in on that piece of paper. And
t hen when you're ready introduce yoursel ves
for the record.

MR HTZIG M nane is Marc

Hitzig, Executive Director of Japan-Anerica

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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Soci ety of Washington D.C

MEMBER SI LVERSTEI N: " msorry,
coul d you speak up?

MR HTZIG M nane is Marc
Hitzig, Executive Director of Japan-Anerica
Soci ety of Washington D.C

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Thank you

M5. FOZARD: My nane is Colette
Fozard, I'mthe Director of Operations for the
Sakura Matsuri-Japanese Street Festival.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, BLANCHARD: Good norning, |'m
Lyl e Bl anchard, and |I'm counsel for the Japan-
Anerica Society.

MR, APRAKU. Good norning, |'m
I nvestigator Kofi Apraku w th ABRA

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. So |I'm
| ooki ng at these questions and answers which
are very helpful. So how many years have you
been doing it here, for 54 years?

MR HTZIG Yes, we started off

as a bazaar. And then we made it down to the

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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Cherry Bl ossons in 1992, the Freedom Bl ossom
we' ve been down town since then.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay, so we
understand that, you know, you're a very
reput abl e group. And you' ve al ways done a
good job. The reason you're here is | think
sone Board Menbers just had concerns because
of the nunber of attendees and everyt hing.

And just, we just want to check in
wi th you and see, you know, is anything
different fromwhat you've been doing before?
And you know, in general what you're doing
wi th the al cohol ?

So, first of all, I nean is there
anything different this year fromlast year?

MR HTZIG No, we wll have just
as many security throughout the festival. W
have energency exits that the fire marshal has
asked us to provide. And we'll have security
at those exits. W'Il|l have two security
guards at every entrance of the festival,

which is also an exit.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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W also will have two | D checkers,
prof essi onal | D checkers at each al coho
pl ace, the beer gardens and sake testing tent.
And each I D checker will, the first, well both
of themw Il check the sane ID, tw ce.

And each person who is legal to
drink will have a wist band and a hand st anp.
So we'll still be doing all these neasurenents
to ensure that there's no under age drinking.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  So this is
just one day, 10:30 to 6? Ckay.

MR HTZIG Yes, that's correct.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  And where is
it held again?

MR HTZIG It's on Pennsyl vania
Avenue between 9th and 14th streets.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. And
do renenber sonmewhat from|last year, so you
the alcohol is in a beer garden, and in a sake
what ?

(Crosstal k)

MR HTZIG Yes, |last year we

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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changed it to allow ng people to wal k around
the festival with the beer.

And the sake is in a controlled
environnment where it's a tasting. They get a
taste of six sakes plus one plumw ne. And we
give thema bottle of water to go with it.

And they are, | believe the |ast
plumw ne is, they are all an ounce. And they
are allowed to wal k out of the pavilion with
the plumw ne, which would be in a plastic
cup. Not in a glass.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  They can wal k
out of the pavilion where the sake event is,
but they can't walk out of, with it right?

MR H TZIG No, not out of the
pavilion. Correct, sorry about that.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Thanks okay.

MR HTZIG W give a souvenir
gl ass, shot glass that is donated by the sake
provider. And we don't let themcarry that
outside the pavilion. | want to nake that

clear. That is wapped up in a paper towel

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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and they'|l| put that away.

MR. BLANCHARD: The entire
festival is a fenced event.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ri ght.

MR, BLANCHARD: Wen we started in
92, it was only on Freedom Pl aza. And then
we expanded to 13th and %2 street and down to
9th. For many years, this is only the third
year it's been conpletely fenced in.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. How
many security do you have?

MR HTZIG W have approxi mately
40 to 50 police. W have 38 security guards,
roam ng. And also that includes the ID
checkers.

And then we al so have our trained
comm ttee nenbers that, we have 70 comm ttee
nmenbers that are throughout the festival
weari ng special coats.

They' ve all been trained what to
do if they find soneone that's intoxicated or

not shoul d be dri nki ng.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Did you have

a question?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Yes. Last
year you had this and had no probl ens?

MR H TZIG That's correct.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Wsat, are
t here any changes between | ast year and this
year in your plans?

MR HTZIG No, no. Since we
didn't have any problens we -- nothing was
reported to us that, any underage drinking --

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  The physica
setup is the sane?

MR HTZIG Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  The security
Is the same?

MR H TZIG Excuse ne?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  The security
Is the same?

MR HTZIG Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Okay, that's

it. No further questions.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER: O her

guesti ons?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes, | just do
have a qui ck question. Thank you for com ng,
just real quick one, are you wist banding
people who are allowed to drink this year?

MR HTZIG Yes. They'll get a
wri st band and a hand stanp.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

MR HTZIG W'IlIl do that at the
beer station. The beer station and the sake
tasting pavilion will both have different
wri st bands.

So if sonmeone goes to the beer
garden and wants a beer, and then they want to
go to the sake pavilion and taste sone sake,
they will need to get a different wist band.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So you'll do
t hat .

MR HTZIG And vice versa.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So they'll be

really decorated this year.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MR HTZIG Yes, yes. And if you

are, already have a hand stanp and a wri st
band and you go from one beer garden to the

ot her, or you go back to the sane beer garden.
You will be IDd again as --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay, as you
enter --

MR HTZIG -- we'll not take any
chances.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- the area of
the beer garden. But you're allowed to take
the beers outside of the garden right?

MR HTZIG CQutside the garden,
yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. That's it.
Agai n thank you for com ng, and hope you have
great weat her.

MR, H TZIG Thank you for that.

No snow.

(Crosstal k)

MR, BLANCHARD: W actual ly had
snow. | want to say '87. Before we started

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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having the festival down town, we used to
volunteer and help carry a float in the
par ade.

And at that tinme we had to wear
li ke white shorts and sneakers, a T-shirt, and
alittle, a very thin cloth Happy Coat that
was donated by Japan Airlines.

We're standing around and it
starts to flurry. W're all |ike, oh --

MEMBER ALBERTI: |'msure it was
pretty on the trees.

MR HTZIG It was very pretty.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Snow
bl ossons.

MR HTZIG W kept running the
bus to keep warm But hopefully that won't
happen.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Hopefully. Thank
you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. M. Apr aku.

MR APRAKU:. Just a --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  I'msorry did

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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you have a question?

MR APRAKU: Just a quick one. Do
you guys have like a hot line setup in case,
you know, sonebody gets sick or sonebody, you
know?

MR HTZIG Yes, we have a
Command Center or, also the First Aide Center
Is on 12th Street by the D.C. Honel and
Security canper --

MR, APRAKU. That's right.

MR HTZIG -- that's parked at
12t h and Penn, syl vani a.

MR APRAKU:. Ckay, and then | just
want to clarify because | was a little bit
confused. Wen it cones to the sake tasting
pavilion, you can't cone outside with that?
You can't cone outside with the sake, or can
you?

MR HTZIG The last, the | ast
one is the plumwne. And that wll be served
in a plastic cup. So if they want to | eave

the pavilion with that, they are allowed to

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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| eave.

MR. APRAKU: Ckay, is it
transparent, or is it?

MR HTZIG Yes, it's a clear
pl astic cup.

MR APRAKU:. Ckay, it's a clear
pl astic cup?

MR HTZIG Yes.

MR APRAKU:. Ckay, |'mdone. |'ve
been the investigator and been to the event,
so |l nmean | really don't have anything else to
add.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Wl | how
about, what was your experience?

MR APRAKU:. The experience was
good. | didn't, we didn't have any issues.
It was well ran. There was a | ot of
volunteers. Yes, | nean the police were
present, so. It was pretty easy.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: G eat. Are
you going this year?

MR APRAKU:. Well depends.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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(Laught er)

MR APRAKU:. | nean they said
they're only doing it one day this year, so it
depends. | mght be doing it for work
dependi ng on how they task that out, so.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You may have to
go as a civilian.

MR APRAKU:. Maybe.

MS. FOZARD: Pl ease cone enj oy.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.
Are there any ot her questions?

(No response)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay, so then
'"'mgoing to nove that we approve this
Tenporary License Application. Do | have a
second?

MEMBER SHORT: Second.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. M. Short has
seconded the notion. All those in favor say
aye.

(Chorus of ayes)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Al'l those

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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opposed?

(No response)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  All those
abst ai ni ng?

(No response)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Moti on passes
5- 0- 0.

So maybe next year, | don't know,
| always think that nmaybe you won't have to
cone back again, but | don't know. But you
know, these questions answered is very hel pful
and maybe if you submt themwth your
application to the Board ahead of tine.

And maybe add to it, the question
and answer |ike M. Apraku asked about, you
know, a hotline or energency or anything |ike
t hat .

MR HTZIG First aide.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes. That
m ght have |l et you not have to cone in. |
can't guarantee it though. But it's always

good to see you, so. W're looking forward to

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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this event.

MR, H TZIG Thank you so mnuch.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  CGkay. So
we're just signing off on your application and
then you'll be --

MR, BLANCHARD: We're not sure
about next year --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Oh.

MR, BLANCHARD: -- because of M.
Trunp and the renovation of the old post
office pavilion which is adjacent to the
festival site.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Oh.

MR, BLANCHARD: That may --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  There may be
changes in these --

MR, BLANCHARD: -- we're | ooking
for a new site. There nay be the one new
factor next year.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ch, okay.
Al right then we'll ook forward to seeing

you.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 17
MR BLANCHARD: W still intend to

hold the festival.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Good. Ri ght,
right, we've got to get to 55.

MR, BLANCHARD: Yes, that's right.

(Wher eupon, the hearing in the
above-entitled matter was concl uded at 10: 16

a.m)

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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