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              DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
                    + + + + +
        ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
                    + + + + +
                     MEETING

IN THE MATTER OF:

Temporary License Application
of Marc Hitzig                  Fact
on behalf of Japan-America      Finding
Society of Washington           Hearing
Event:
54th Annual Sakura Matsuri-
Japanese Street Festival

            March 19, 2014

            The Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board met in Alcoholic Beverage Control
Hearing Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th
Street N.W., Washington, D.C., Chairperson
Ruthanne Miller presiding.

PRESENT:
RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member
MICHAEL SILVERSTEIN, Member
HECTOR RODRIGUEZ, Member
JAMES SHORT, Member

ALSO PRESENT:
Walter Adams, OAG
Amy Schmidt, OAG
Kofi Apraku, Investigator ABRA
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1               P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                        (10:03 a.m.)

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, so that

4 completes our Show Cause Status Hearing cases.

5 And we next have a Fact Finding Hearing for

6 the 54th Annual Sakura Matsuri-Japanese Street

7 Festival.  Oh, yes, come forward please.

8             The date of that event is April

9 12th, 2014.  And the applicant is Mr. Hitzig,

10 Japan-America Society of Washington.

11             (Off the record comments)

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Do you need

13 to give us something?

14             MS.FOZARD:  These are the answers

15 to the questions that you sent.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, Ms.

17 Walker will take them.  Thank you.  So if you

18 would all sign in on that piece of paper.  And

19 then when you're ready introduce yourselves

20 for the record.

21             MR. HITZIG:  My name is Marc

22 Hitzig, Executive Director of Japan-America



202-234-4433
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

Page 3

1 Society of Washington D.C.

2             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  I'm sorry,

3 could you speak up?

4             MR. HITZIG:  My name is Marc

5 Hitzig, Executive Director of Japan-America

6 Society of Washington D.C.

7             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Thank you.

8             MS.FOZARD:  My name is Colette

9 Fozard, I'm the Director of Operations for the

10 Sakura Matsuri-Japanese Street Festival.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

12             MR. BLANCHARD:  Good morning, I'm

13 Lyle Blanchard, and I'm counsel for the Japan-

14 America Society.

15             MR. APRAKU:  Good morning, I'm

16 Investigator Kofi Apraku with ABRA.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So I'm

18 looking at these questions and answers which

19 are very helpful.  So how many years have you

20 been doing it here, for 54 years?

21             MR. HITZIG:  Yes, we started off

22 as a bazaar.  And then we made it down to the
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1 Cherry Blossoms in 1992, the Freedom Blossom,

2 we've been down town since then.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, so we

4 understand that, you know, you're a very

5 reputable group.  And you've always done a

6 good job.  The reason you're here is I think

7 some Board Members just had concerns because

8 of the number of attendees and everything.

9             And just, we just want to check in

10 with you and see, you know, is anything

11 different from what you've been doing before?

12 And you know, in general what you're doing

13 with the alcohol?

14             So, first of all, I mean is there

15 anything different this year from last year?

16             MR. HITZIG:  No, we will have just

17 as many security throughout the festival.  We

18 have emergency exits that the fire marshal has

19 asked us to provide.  And we'll have security

20 at those exits.  We'll have two security

21 guards at every entrance of the festival,

22 which is also an exit.
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1             We also will have two ID checkers,

2 professional ID checkers at each alcohol

3 place, the beer gardens and sake testing tent.

4 And each ID checker will, the first, well both

5 of them will check the same ID, twice.

6             And each person who is legal to

7 drink will have a wrist band and a hand stamp.

8 So we'll still be doing all these measurements

9 to ensure that there's no under age drinking.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So this is

11 just one day, 10:30 to 6?  Okay.

12             MR. HITZIG:  Yes, that's correct.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And where is

14 it held again?

15             MR. HITZIG:  It's on Pennsylvania

16 Avenue between 9th and 14th streets.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And I

18 do remember somewhat from last year, so you,

19 the alcohol is in a beer garden, and in a sake

20 what?

21             (Crosstalk)

22             MR. HITZIG:  Yes, last year we
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1 changed it to allowing people to walk around

2 the festival with the beer.

3             And the sake is in a controlled

4 environment where it's a tasting.  They get a

5 taste of six sakes plus one plum wine.  And we

6 give them a bottle of water to go with it.

7             And they are, I believe the last

8 plum wine is, they are all an ounce.  And they

9 are allowed to walk out of the pavilion with

10 the plum wine, which would be in a plastic

11 cup.  Not in a glass.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  They can walk

13 out of the pavilion where the sake event is,

14 but they can't walk out of, with it right?

15             MR. HITZIG:  No, not out of the

16 pavilion.  Correct, sorry about that.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Thanks okay.

18             MR. HITZIG:  We give a souvenir

19 glass, shot glass that is donated by the sake

20 provider.  And we don't let them carry that

21 outside the pavilion.  I want to make that

22 clear.  That is wrapped up in a paper towel
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1 and they'll put that away.

2             MR. BLANCHARD:  The entire

3 festival is a fenced event.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.

5             MR. BLANCHARD:  When we started in

6 '92, it was only on Freedom Plaza.  And then

7 we expanded to 13th and ½ street and down to

8 9th.  For many years, this is only the third

9 year it's been completely fenced in.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  How

11 many security do you have?

12             MR. HITZIG:  We have approximately

13 40 to 50 police.  We have 38 security guards,

14 roaming.  And also that includes the ID

15 checkers.

16             And then we also have our trained

17 committee members that, we have 70 committee

18 members that are throughout the festival

19 wearing special coats.

20             They've all been trained what to

21 do if they find someone that's intoxicated or

22 not should be drinking.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Did you have

2 a question?

3             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Yes.  Last

4 year you had this and had no problems?

5             MR. HITZIG:  That's correct.

6             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  What, are

7 there any changes between last year and this

8 year in your plans?

9             MR. HITZIG:  No, no.  Since we

10 didn't have any problems we -- nothing was

11 reported to us that, any underage drinking --

12             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  The physical

13 setup is the same?

14             MR. HITZIG:  Yes.

15             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  The security

16 is the same?

17             MR. HITZIG:  Excuse me?

18             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  The security

19 is the same?

20             MR. HITZIG:  Yes.

21             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Okay, that's

22 it.  No further questions.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Other

2 questions?

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes, I just do

4 have a quick question.  Thank you for coming,

5 just real quick one, are you wrist banding

6 people who are allowed to drink this year?

7             MR. HITZIG:  Yes.  They'll get a

8 wrist band and a hand stamp.

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.

10             MR. HITZIG:  We'll do that at the

11 beer station.  The beer station and the sake

12 tasting pavilion will both have different

13 wrist bands.

14             So if someone goes to the beer

15 garden and wants a beer, and then they want to

16 go to the sake pavilion and taste some sake,

17 they will need to get a different wrist band.

18             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So you'll do

19 that.

20             MR. HITZIG:  And vice versa.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So they'll be

22 really decorated this year.
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1             MR. HITZIG:  Yes, yes.  And if you

2 are, already have a hand stamp and a wrist

3 band and you go from one beer garden to the

4 other, or you go back to the same beer garden.

5 You will be ID'd again as  --

6             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay, as you

7 enter --

8             MR. HITZIG:  -- we'll not take any

9 chances.

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  -- the area of

11 the beer garden.  But you're allowed to take

12 the beers outside of the garden right?

13             MR. HITZIG:  Outside the garden,

14 yes.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  That's it.

16 Again thank you for coming, and hope you have

17 great weather.

18             MR. HITZIG:  Thank you for that.

19 No snow.

20             (Crosstalk)

21             MR. BLANCHARD:  We actually had

22 snow.  I want to say '87.  Before we started
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1 having the festival down town, we used to

2 volunteer and help carry a float in the

3 parade.

4             And at that time we had to wear

5 like white shorts and sneakers, a T-shirt, and

6 a little, a very thin cloth Happy Coat that

7 was donated by Japan Airlines.

8             We're standing around and it

9 starts to flurry.  We're all like, oh --

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I'm sure it was

11 pretty on the trees.

12             MR. HITZIG:  It was very pretty.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Snow

14 blossoms.

15             MR. HITZIG:  We kept running the

16 bus to keep warm.  But hopefully that won't

17 happen.

18             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Hopefully.  Thank

19 you.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr. Apraku.

21             MR. APRAKU:  Just a --

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I'm sorry did
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1 you have a question?

2             MR. APRAKU:  Just a quick one.  Do

3 you guys have like a hot line setup in case,

4 you know, somebody gets sick or somebody, you

5 know?

6             MR. HITZIG:  Yes, we have a

7 Command Center or, also the First Aide Center

8 is on 12th Street by the D.C. Homeland

9 Security camper --

10             MR. APRAKU:  That's right.

11             MR. HITZIG:  -- that's parked at

12 12th and Penn, sylvania.

13             MR. APRAKU:  Okay, and then I just

14 want to clarify because I was a little bit

15 confused.  When it comes to the sake tasting

16 pavilion, you can't come outside with that?

17 You can't come outside with the sake, or can

18 you?

19             MR. HITZIG:  The last, the last

20 one is the plum wine.  And that will be served

21 in a plastic cup.  So if they want to leave

22 the pavilion with that, they are allowed to
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1 leave.

2             MR. APRAKU:  Okay, is it

3 transparent, or is it?

4             MR. HITZIG:  Yes, it's a clear

5 plastic cup.

6             MR. APRAKU:  Okay, it's a clear

7 plastic cup?

8             MR. HITZIG:  Yes.

9             MR. APRAKU:  Okay, I'm done.  I've

10 been the investigator and been to the event,

11 so I mean I really don't have anything else to

12 add.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Well how

14 about, what was your experience?

15             MR. APRAKU:  The experience was

16 good.  I didn't, we didn't have any issues.

17 It was well ran.  There was a lot of

18 volunteers.  Yes, I mean the police were

19 present, so.  It was pretty easy.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Great.  Are

21 you going this year?

22             MR. APRAKU:  Well depends.
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1             (Laughter)

2             MR. APRAKU:  I mean they said

3 they're only doing it one day this year, so it

4 depends.  I might be doing it for work

5 depending on how they task that out, so.

6             MEMBER ALBERTI:  You may have to

7 go as a civilian.

8             MR. APRAKU:  Maybe.

9             MS.FOZARD:  Please come enjoy.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right.

11 Are there any other questions?

12             (No response)

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, so then

14 I'm going to move that we approve this

15 Temporary License Application.  Do I have a

16 second?

17             MEMBER SHORT:  Second.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr. Short has

19 seconded the motion.  All those in favor say

20 aye.

21             (Chorus of ayes)

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those
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1 opposed?

2             (No response)

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those

4 abstaining?

5             (No response)

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Motion passes

7 5-0-0.

8             So maybe next year, I don't know,

9 I always think that maybe you won't have to

10 come back again, but I don't know.  But you

11 know, these questions answered is very helpful

12 and maybe if you submit them with your

13 application to the Board ahead of time.

14             And maybe add to it, the question

15 and answer like Mr. Apraku asked about, you

16 know, a hotline or emergency or anything like

17 that.

18             MR. HITZIG:  First aide.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.  That

20 might have let you not have to come in.  I

21 can't guarantee it though.  But it's always

22 good to see you, so.  We're looking forward to
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1 this event.

2             MR. HITZIG:  Thank you so much.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So

4 we're just signing off on your application and

5 then you'll be --

6             MR. BLANCHARD:  We're not sure

7 about next year --

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh.

9             MR. BLANCHARD:  -- because of Mr.

10 Trump and the renovation of the old post

11 office pavilion which is adjacent to the

12 festival site.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh.

14             MR. BLANCHARD:  That may --

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  There may be

16 changes in these --

17             MR. BLANCHARD:  -- we're looking

18 for a new site.  There may be the one new

19 factor next year.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, okay.

21 All right then we'll look forward to seeing

22 you.
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1             MR. BLANCHARD:  We still intend to

2 hold the festival.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Good. Right,

4 right, we've got to get to 55.

5             MR. BLANCHARD:  Yes, that's right.

6             (Whereupon, the hearing in the

7 above-entitled matter was concluded at 10:16

8 a.m.)
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