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DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
+ + + + +

ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD

+ + + + +
VEETI NG

I N THE MATTER OF:

R |1 Associ at es

t/a Holiday Inn Central Show
1501 Rhode Island Ave., NW Cause
Retailer CH - ANC 2B Heari ng

Li cense No. 16066
Case #13- CMP- 00228

(Failed to Post Legal
Drinking Age Sign, Failed to
Post Pregnancy Sign)

February 12, 2014

The Al coholic Beverage Contr ol
Board net in the Al coholic Beverage Control
Heari ng Room Reeves Buil ding, 2000 14th
Street, N.W, Suite 400S, Washi ngton, D.C.
20009, Chairperson Ruthanne Ml er,
pr esi di ng.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chai rperson
NI CK ALBERTI, Menber

DONALD BROOKS, Menber

M KE SI LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber
JAMVES SHORT, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:

M CHAEL STERN, OAG

DEREK BROCKS, ABRA | nvesti gator
EARL JONES, ABRA | nvesti gator

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 2
P-ROGCEEDI-NGS

(10: 02 a.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. Good
nor ni ng.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Good nor ni ng.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: The next case
on our calendar is Case No. 13-CMP-00228,

Hol i day Inn Central |ocated at 1501 Rhode
| sl and Avenue, N.W, License No. 16066, in
ANC- 2B. Good nor ni ng.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Hi, good
norning. |'m Marshall W ckramaratne. Excuse
me, I'mthe food and beverage director and I'm
the person in the hotel and | have a letter
fromthe owners that | can -- may | forward
that to you?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Yes. |I'm
just starting with introductions. Could you
gi ve your nane again, sir?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Marshal |
W ckr amarat ne and you can call ne Marshall,

that's easy.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. And |

believe M. Stern is representing the
Government, but he --

MEMBER ALBERTI: M. Sternis in
the back. | can go get him

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. So we
wll wait a mnute for M. Stern to get here.
M. Stern, whenever you are ready to introduce
your sel f.

MR, STERN: Yes. M chael Stern
representing the District of Colunbia.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  CGkay. So
this is a Show Cause Hearing. Are there any
prelimnary nmatters?

MR. STERN: There are none.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Are
you famliar with these proceedi ngs?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, nmm'am

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. (Good.
All right. Then I'mgoing to turn to the
Governnent then to go forward with its case.

MR, STERN: Thank you. By way of

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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openi ng statenent, the Governnent's case wl|
show that on May 4, 2013 at, approximately,
2:45 a.m, Investigators of the Al coholic
Beverage Regul ati on Adm nistration entered the
Holiday Inn Central at 1501 Rhode Isl and
Avenue, N.W, to conduct a regul atory
I nspecti on.

While there they noticed that the
establ i shnent did not have posted in a
conspi cuous place either the signs warning
regardi ng consunpti on of al cohol under the age
of 21 or the sign warning about consunption of
al cohol by pregnant persons.

A citation was issued. The
Government contends that at the concl usion of
the evidence, the Board will find that the
respondents have violated the law and we wi ||
ask for a fine to be posted for the
vi ol ati ons.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. Do you
have an openi ng statenent now?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Ch, yes,

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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ma' am  Actual ly, yes, the inspector was there
at 2:45 in the norning. By that tine --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Let ne j ust
say one thing to you, okay? |'m not asking
you to testify to the nmerits yet. It's only
i f you had an overview that you wanted to
give. |'ll put you under oath when you are
going to testify to the nerits.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, actually,
| do have sone concern, because | think this
Is not -- we are not violating because we are
under construction at that tinme, so | do have
sone proof and everything to show you all

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Right. So
when it is your turn to put on your case, we
will do that.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER Ckay. So if
you don't have an overview, which you don't
have to, at this point --.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: No.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  -- we can --

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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t he Governnent can proceed and then we w ||
get to your case.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. M.
Stern, do you have a w tness?

MR, STERN: Yes. The Governnent
will be calling M. Derek Brooks.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Good nor ni ng.

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: (Good
nor ni ng.
Wher eupon,

| NVESTI GATOR DEREK BROCKS
was called as a witness by Counsel for the
Governnent, and having been first duly sworn,
assunmed the w tness stand and was exam ned and
testified as foll ows:

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Thank
you.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

MR STERN:. Good norning. Can you

give us your full nanme and spell your | ast

name for the court reporter, please?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: (Okay. Derek

Brooks, B-R- OO K-S

MR, STERN:. Ckay. And, M.

Brooks, going back to May 4, 2013, were you
enpl oyed at that tine?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS:  Yes, | was.

MR, STERN. And how were you
enpl oyed?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: W th ABRA as
an | nvesti gator.

MR STERN. Ckay. As a part of
your duties, did you cone to know an
establ i shnent by the trade nanme of Holiday I|nn
Central ?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: Yes, | did.

MR STERN. Ckay. Can you tell ne
what happened on May 4th regarding -- that you
observed regarding Holiday Inn Central ?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS:  Yes.

I nvestigator Jones and nyself went into the
establ i shnent to conduct a regulatory

I nspection. Upon conducting this inspection,

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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we | ooked to -- |ooked for the required | egal
dri nki ng age sign and the pregnancy warni ng
sign. W |ooked all throughout the

establi shnent's bar area, restaurant area, out
on the front door and did not observe these

si gns anywhere, nor anywhere in the hotel

| obby. We did not observe these signs
anywher e.

MR STERN: Ckay. And did you
speak to soneone about -- at the establishnent
regarding that?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: Yes. The
front desk clerk or manager, whatever he was,
he had no idea about the signs or the ABRA
requi renments.

MR STERN. Ckay. Wen you went
into the establishnment, was it open for
busi ness?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: No, it was
not .

MR STERN. Ckay. Can you tell ne

whet her it was set up to conduct business?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: Yes, it was.

MR STERN. Ckay. So it was just
that it was after hours?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: Just after
hours, yes.

MR, STERN:. Ckay. Now, did you
tell sonmeone about the necessity of the signs?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: Yes, we did.

MR. STERN: Okay. And what
happened, at that point?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: We advi sed
themthat we would -- we advised that front
desk clerk or the attendant about the
requi renent to have the signs and we told them
that we woul d be back

MR STERN. Ckay. And did you go
back agai n?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS:  Yes, |
actually did, actually tw ce nore.

MR, STERN: And when was that?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: | went back

a couple of days later. | guess it was about

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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May 14t h.

MR. STERN:  Ckay.

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: It was |ike
on a weekday.

MR STERN: Okay. And what did
you observe when you went back?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: That t hey
were open for business at the tine. And that
these signs still were not posted.

MR, STERN: Ckay. Thank you.
That's all the questions | have for you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Do you have
any cross-exam nation questions for M.

Br ooks?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, actually.
M. Brooks and his coll eague cane back on two
days.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Wait, not
testinmony. You will get a chance to testify,
but this is questions.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Ch, no, no.

No questions right now.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER  No?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: No.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER Ckay. Board
guestions? M. Brooks?

MEMBER BROCKS: Yes, just quickly.
Thank you, Madam Chair. M. Brooks, during
your visits, did you notice any unusual
appear ance of the establishnment?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: No, |
didn't, but | guess the manager, the ABC
manager who i s seated here at the table, |
can't renmenber his nane, sorry, he said that
they had just done sone renovations and that's
why they took the signs down. But | didn't
noti ce any kind of renovations had been -- |
mean, | couldn't tell whether they were
recently done or had been done a nonth, a
week, a year before.

MEMBER BROOKS: Gkay. So this was
shared with you during your visits?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: During the

time that we went back to issue the citation

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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And that date isn't actually in here because
| issued the citation, but it was in the wong
anmopunt, so | had to end up goi ng back to issue
the right anount in the citation.

MEMBER BROOKS: So a total of how
many tinmes were you actually in the --

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: Twi ce.

MEMBER BROOKS: Twi ce.

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: A total of
t hr ee.

MEMBER BROCKS: Three tines?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS:  Yeah.

MEMBER BROOKS: (Gkay. But you
didn't see anything that | ooked |ike
construction or renovations to you?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS:  No,
absol utely not.

MEMBER BROCKS: Ckay. Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. M.
Al berti, do you have sone questions?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Hi, Investigator

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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Brooks. Thank you for your report. |'mjust
alittle curious, I"mconfused. So on May 4th
when you visited at 2:45, that was after
operations had ceased --

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- for this
establ i shnent ?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: Yes, it was.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So why
woul d you visit after operations would cease?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: Wl |,
that's, you know, |ike the establishnent --
the hotel is open, but the bar area wasn't.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: And |
actually was -- would have to defer that
answer to Investigator Jones. | was in
training, at that tine.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Al right.
That's not that inportant. Ckay.

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: (kay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So you returned

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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on May 14th. D d you speak with anyone then?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS:  Yes, | did.

| spoke with the gentleman seated at the

tabl e.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And is that
when - -

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: The ABC
manager .

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- they told you
about the renovations?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: No, he -- we
had gone one tine before that and that's when
he had told -- that's |like a couple of days --
what ever that weekday is that's follow ng our
weekend.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: |I's when we
went in the first time and he did not have
those signs up. And | think we actually gave
himthe signs. And that's when he told ne
about sone renovations, which | did not see.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So let ne

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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get this straight. You were there on the
14t h, but you said it's not in your report,
but you were there a few days before that?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: R ght. We--
it'"s not in the report, but we actually went
right after. You know, we -- the process is
we conme back to the office, review their
hi story, the supervisor approves the anount of
the fine and then you go back and issue the
citation.

So we actually went back, |'m not
sure how many days, and that's actually not in
here, because | went back, we went back to
give themthat citation and that was sone days
| ater and al so i ssued thema -- gave himthe
signs that he needed.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So you
gave himthe signs at --

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: At t hat
point, right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And that visit

was prior to May 14th?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: Yes, it was.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. And now
are you certain?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: O - -

MEMBER ALBERTI: |Is that correct?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS:  Actual ly, |
think it was on May 14th, because that was the
day it was actually -- that was on May 14t h.

MEMBER ALBERTI: GCkay. So it was
May 14th that you visited?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: R ght.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. It
was May 14th that you visited. And you gave
them the signs?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: R ght.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Correct? A
right. Wen you returned on the 18th,
Saturday the 18th, did you see the signs
post ed?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: Yes, they
wer e post ed.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Al right.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 17

| have no further questions. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Others? M.
Brooks, | just -- as far as the dates go, you
went on the 4th and then you didn't go back
until the 14th? [|'mjust curious. |Is that
| onger than you usually wait to go back to
I ssue a citation?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: It just
depends. And to be honest, |I'mnot quite
certain on the actual dates, because |
remenber going back to neet himduring the
day. So it was during the day that | actually
met him And they were open for business and
there were people in the restaurant. There
was -- the signs were not posted. He was
given the signs, at that point.

And then when | went back again to
I ssue the citation, if | recall correctly, he
wasn't -- yeah, | gave it to him And then |
had to go back again wth the corrected
ver si on because the anount was incorrect and

that's when | had to try to retrieve the one

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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that was previously witten, but he wasn't
there. It was a femal e ABC nanager and he
told her over the phone where to find it.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: And he did
that. So that's ny last item

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  So on the 4th
did he inquire about how to get a sign or
anything |ike that?

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: No, they did
not .

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.
Who is making the noise? Gkay. | don't have
any ot her questions. Are there any other
Board questions? Any questions based on the
Board questi ons?

MR STERN: No, nma'am

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. Then
you can be excused, M. Brooks.

| NVESTI GATOR BROOKS: Thank you.

(Wher eupon, w tness was excused.)

MR, STERN: That's all fromthe

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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Gover nnment .

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. That's
all? You rest your case. Al right. And
it's your turn.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: My turn.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER Ckay. If you
will raise your right hand?

Wher eupon,

MARSHALL W CKRAMARATNE
was called as a witness for the |icensee, and
havi ng been first duly sworn, assuned the
w t ness stand and was exam ned and testified
as foll ows:

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. So you
should start with your nanme again.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

MR W CKRAMARATNE: M nane is
Marshal | Wckramaratne and |'mthe food and
beverage director. Actually, on My 4th, M.
Brooks cane around |like 2:45. M front desk
auditor, he was the auditor at that tinme, John

and he text ne that night and said that those

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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I nspectors were here.

So | said we were cl osed and why
are inspectors are there, because according to
my under standing, they had to do the
I nspecting during the operating hours.

So and next day, it was on
Sat urday, and when | went back for Monday
nmorni ng, M. Brooks and his col | eague cane
back to the restaurant and said there was a
violation on there is no signs posted. So
what's goi ng on?

So | said, at that tine, we were
under construction and maybe the after hours
contractor took all the signs off to clean up,
because it was dusty and we were finishing the
construction in the bar area, if you cal
there, it's a brand new bar.

So and | do have sone proof from
the contractor that we paid all of the
$335,000 and | have the tinme period and
everything that they were doing the

construction. So maybe the have put the signs

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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down.

At the sane tine, | told the
gentleman that | don't think it was a
vi ol ati on, because it was after hours and all
t he managers are gone for the day. And at the
same time, | said -- and at the sane tine the
gentl eman that on Monday, that was on the 6th,
| believe, and he gave ne a sign. He gave ne
a sign, but he didn't issue ne any violations
or anything like that. So | post it right
away, okay, because | want to be nake sure
that we -- there had been m spl aced signs that
t hey took down.

So and after, according to ny
records, he came back on the 15th and had the
sign over here on the 15th and | signed for
this and said that we do have sone -- he find
sone nore violations before as well, so he
issued nme a ticket for $600.

So at that tinme, | said okay, |
will sign for this, but | know that | been

there for a very long tinme. | have been

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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wor ki ng there for alnost 17 years. And |'m
pretty sure there is no violations before.

And he said that no, he checked in
the system there is a violation recorded in
the system And but according to the case
before that | received fromyou all, it shows
that M. Brooks had reviewed the system and
see whether we have in the history, in the
past, we have any viol ations, but he cane back
on the 15th and day after he reviewed the
report he issue ne a ticket for $600 because
second of f ense.

So | was confused. So | said I'm
not going to bother your job, whatever you do,

but | think I amgoing to dispute this,

because it's not -- it's a violation, nunber
one. W are closed. | had the payrol
reports. The last person is the -- left

around |ike 11:47, nmy manager. So all the
| i quor docunents are | ocked and, therefore,
every |iquor cabinet | have a key, so nobody

can access for those things. And all the

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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draft beers and everything is turned down.
Everything is | ocked.

So there is no business at all at
that time for 2:45 in the norning. At the
sanme tinme, even the hotel is -- the restaurant
belongs to the hotel still it's a different
departnment. We have five departnents in the
hotel. There are the soup and beverages,
which is ny departnent.

So there was no issue. So he said
no, there was sone kind of problem So and
after that, M. Brooks canme back on the 6th.
Let ne go back for a second. On the 6th when
M. Brooks cane back just to talk to ne about
the violation, yes, he gave ne a sign. | post
it right away.

So because | was not sure whet her
where these people put the sign down, because
-- the construction people or the cleaning
people. | don't want to wait for another --
| find out later after he leave to find

another sign. So while he was there, | asked

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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hi mas a cautious, here you go, please, if you
have sonething, give ne. So he was very
hel pful. He gave ne the sign right there.

And there was -- and | post it
right away. And after that, he cane back
again on the 18th at 10:25 p.m and | had the
sign things and one of ny shift manager signed
for this. He said yes, there was an error
fromthe first one, so this is the right one
and he gave ne another different ticket for
$350.

So | was confused. | said now
what's going on? He was reviewed on the 14th.
Now, he issue ne a ticket on the 15th for a
violation. And the whole restaurant was
closed at that tine that he canme, so | was so
conf used.

At the sane tine, | just want to
show you this is the sign that we have put on
the wall in the | obby of our operating hours.
So the |l ounge, the bar is open from11:00 to

11: 00, but sonetinmes accordi ng to business, we

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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keep little bit late open and at the sane
time, after we finished the business, the
bartenders, they have their side work to do,
so that's why the bartender left.

| have the payroll report. And
the bartender left on that day at 11:40.
11:40 he is gone. So that nean the whole
departnment is shut down. |It's no operations
at all.

So | was so confused because we
are doing as -- nyself and ny staff, we are
doi ng our best to keep all the regul ations,
follow all the regulations and not only that,
sone ABC -- I"'mgetting sone certificates and
saying appreciating the way that |'mdoing the
-- operating ny business.

So | thought it was |like what's
going on? This is discouraging to us. At the
sane tine, | was so confused as an enpl oyee
over there. | was confused what's going on.
That's what | was strongly disputing this and

| do have to review for you all the

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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construction bills that the period they have
start and they end.

The final bill was paid about
$335,000 on the -- on June 17th. The period
Is fromFebruary 2nd to this tinme, because it
was a huge construction going on. The whol e
bar was -- it is a brand new bar, floors to
walls to lights to everything and the
restaurant is already renovating at that tine.
And still we were doing sone things |ike
car pet changi ng and everything, because our
hotel was on PIP Program Property |nprovenent
Programfrom I HG the InterContinental Hotel
G oup.

So we do have doi ng sone
construction tine to tine. And we were under
construction. These are the proof that we
wer e doi ng sone construction. Sone tines when
t hey cone over here, because we want to nake
sure that bar and the restaurant is -- |ooks
great when the guests cone there. So even

though there is construction tinme, we nmake

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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sure overni ght everything was clean, nice and
dust-free and it's open for the guests to
Cone.

So that's why sonetines you don't
see like it was construction going on, because
they were not -- it was one tinme everything
was bl ocked during the construction. But this
Is the ending period. So we were making sure
that every day we were cleaning all those
things, so there was accidentally there a
contractor or cleaning people have took the
signs down and we never, ever had any
violation on this.

And |'mvery strict on that with
my staff and told ny staff because | want the
signs to be posted every single day. But it
was not for days or weeks, the signs were up
there. Just while he cane on Saturday and he
canme back to informnme that there was a
violation. On Mnday he cane back to tell ne.
At that tinme, | told M. Brooks there was no--

I nmean, this is beyond the construction.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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Maybe sonebody have put this down and was the
director, | don't want to take a chance, |
right away ask, sir, you have any signs | can
get, because | want to be cautious on that.

So he gave ne. He was kind
enough. He gave ne sign. | post it right
away. And actually found the sign behind the
regi ster, the POS system because they | ust
take everything and cl ean the cabinets and the
wal I s and everyt hi ng.

So but | do have sone extra, so
al ways | keep sone extra signs and those
things for energencies, cleaning staff can
m spl ace those things. W thought the third-
party w thout know ng, they can trash those
things, so | always have a backup. So | can
tell even -- and I'ma director. |'ve been
wor ki ng there for 17 years. |'m always nake
sure that they can contact nme day and night,
that's why | been there for 17 years.

And if there is sonething, a

problem they call nme mddle of the night, |
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have the -- | can informthemto react and go
and get things. So I think it was a huge
confusion. At the sane tine, | think that |
didn't violate anything. And I'mfinally
asking the Board Menbers, please, | didn't
have no viol ations before and there was --
according to the signs or anything and for
many years | am doing ny best to conduct the
busi ness according to the rules and
regul ations in Washington, D.C. and take care
of the custoners and nake sure that our guests
Is safe.

So I'mthinking I'mstrongly
di sputing this one. | really appreciate if
you can consider ny request and dism ss this.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. M.
Stern, do you have cross-exam nati on?

MR. STERN:  Yes.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

MR STERN:. Sir, you say you have

been there for 17 years?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, sir

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 30
MR, STERN: And have you been the

-- working in the beverage/ al cohol service for
that tine?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, sir

MR STERN. Ckay. Wuld it
surprise you to know -- excuse ne. \Wre you
there on May 8, 20087

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: May 87

MR STERN:  2008.
MR, W CKRAMARATNE: May 8, 20087
MR, STERN: Yes. Were you working
during that --
MR, W CKRAVARATNE: Yes, | do,
yes.
MR, STERN: -- tine period?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE:  Yes.

MR, STERN: And were you wor ki ng
during that tine period of Decenber 4 through
Decenber 11, 20087

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, yes.

MR STERN. Ckay. Wuld it

surprise you to know that ABRA records reveal

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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that the establishnent had a sale to m nors on
May 8, 20087

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, actually.

Yes, at that tine, | wasn't just a manager at
t he restaurant. | was the assistant director.
Yes.

MR STERN. So you acknow edge
that you did have --

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes. Yes,

t here was one.

MR. STERN: So when you said you
had no prior violations, that wasn't true, was
it?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: It wasn't for
signs, sir, that's what | said. | believe
that | said the violation --

MR STERN. And in 2010, the
establishnent failed to file a quarterly
report. Isn't that correct?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, but it
was a m stake fromyour area. It was -- we

have filed reports on tinme. At that -- there

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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Is -- that was on ny tinme when | took over the
whol e operation as a food and beverage
director. And we filed a report. At that
time, you all noved fromthe old building to
the new building, so it was going to the new
buil ding, that's why they dism ssed that.

MR, STERN: Ckay. Thank you.

Now, you say that you were in contact wth the
front desk on Friday night, early Saturday
nor ni ng when the inspectors cane?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Actually,
contact nean they had text nme, at that tine,
when the inspector was here. And | saw t hem
and | woke up in the norning 6:00, actually
bef ore 6: 00.

MR STERN: D d you try to find
out what -- why they were there?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, actually,
he said that -- yes, | called imediately,
because the night auditor leave by 7:00 in the
nmorning. | called immediately and he said

there was no signs. | said what do you nean
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there are no signs? There were always signs
t here.

MR STERN:. Ckay. So I'mgoing to
ask questions of you. The -- so you were told
on Saturday of the violation?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, | do.

MR STERN. Ckay. And --

MR W CKRAMARATNE: But Sat urday
ni ght he cane.

MR. STERN:  Ckay.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: So | know on
Sunday.

MR STERN. Ckay. So you were
told on Sunday. And when he cane on Moinday,
you were open for business, weren't you?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: OCh, yes, we

do. Yes.

MR. STERN:  Ckay.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: W were.

MR, STERN: And were you open for
busi ness on Sunday as well, because you were--
it's a --

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, W CKRAMARATNE:  Yes.

MR STERN:. -- hotel.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, actually,
but we -- at that tine, the period that we
have very limted tine that we open.

MR. STERN:  Ckay.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Sone tines the
bar, they are working in the bar, we close the
bar area. And we just do the --

MR, STERN. Ckay. But when you
came -- when he cane in Mnday, the signs
still weren't up. |Isn't that correct?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: There was sone
sign, but it was the wong one. So that's the
time that | canme to work to, the office, and
the sanme tine M. Brooks and his coll eague
came at the sane tine.

MR STERN. Ckay. But you said
you found the right signs behind the PGS
syst enf?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

MR STERN. After they were there

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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on Monday?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

MR STERN. Ckay. So all day
Sunday when you were open, you didn't find
t hose signs?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Monday, | cane
late to the office. At that tine --

MR, STERN. The question was all
day Sunday - -

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yeah. No,

t here was sone --

MR, STERN: -- you didn't find
that --

MR W CKRAMARATNE: -- sign. They
put sone sign, but it was the wong one. It

was saying |ike, you know, not the exact words
that the signs that you all have provided. It
was sonething that there was a different sign
says that al cohol cannot be served for 21 and
-- under 21, yes.

MR, STERN: |I'msorry. They

weren't ABRA-issued signs though?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, W CKRAMARATNE: No, that's not

t he exact one --

MR, STERN: Al right.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: -- that you
have.

MR STERN: And you know t hat when
you hang these signs, they have to be ABRA-
I ssued signs?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Ch, yes, | do,
yes.

MR, STERN:. Ckay. So you knew
that that was the wong sign.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: But | didn't
know that until | cane back on Monday.

MR STERN. Ckay. Well, let's say
Monday norni ng when you cane in, you didn't
change the sign then. You didn't look for it
t hen.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: So that's what
| said. I|I'mvery sorry. | cane in the sane
time that M. Brooks cane to the -- ny

restaurant. That's the tinme that | cane to ny
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office. | cane late

MR, STERN. Ckay. Well, if you
wer e concerned, why didn't you ask sonebody on
Sunday who was running the bar --

MR W CKRAMARATNE:  Yes.

MR, STERN: -- to look for those
signs and nake sure the ABRA signs were up?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, sir
that's what | did on Sunday norning. | called
the restaurant and asked the supervisor that
was wor king the norning and she -- | told her
to post the sign and | ook for the sign and
post it. And when |I called her back,
natural ly, she called ne back and she said
yes, | already post it.

MR STERN. Ckay. But it wasn't
t he ABRA sign?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: That -- it was
not the exact one that you all said, but it
says the sane --

MR STERN: It wasn't the sign

that was issued by ABRA, was it?
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MR W CKRAMARATNE: No, sir, no.

MR STERN. Ckay. And it would
have been easy enough to tell her, you have to
post the sign that is issued by ABRA right?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes. Yes, it
Is. But actually, she was not naybe aware
about exactly what | was telling her. So |
nmean, she knew that there was a sign -- that
a sign should be there with 21 years and --
age 21 --

MR STERN: So soneone took down
your signs. You don't really know who, right?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: |'m sorry?

MR, STERN: Soneone took down your
signs. You don't know who?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: No.

MR, STERN: And soneone put up a
sign, but it was the wong sign, right?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: It was the
Wrong sign, yes.

MR, STERN: Ckay. And then when

t hey cane there, by happenstance, you don't

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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show up until the sane exact tinme as the ABRA
I nvestigator shows up. |Is that right?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes. | do have
sone different schedule. | have to cone --
have sonme other work to do sonetines, so
cane -- on that day | cane late. | can
remenber that.

MR, STERN. Ckay. Thank you. And
when you said -- okay. Thank you. That's all
| have.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. Are
there Board questions? | just have a couple.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, mm'am

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  How was it
that you have signs that say the sane thing as
ABRA signs, but they are not ABRA signs?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Actual ly, what
she did was she posted sonething that when she
was having training, that the instructor gives
sone signs saying that to followup on this
thing, age limt, the pregnancy rul es and

that's the one that she posted.
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So not exactly the way that you
all say, but this is the one that she received
at -- when she was training for the nmanager's
i cense, so she posted that one. It was on
red letters, lettering and it was right on the
wall. It was the wong one.

| agree with that, yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER Ckay. And it
probably varied, but around the tinme of this
I nspection, construction was still going on?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, ma'am
yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  When was t he
-- when did you do the construction?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Actually, the
maj or construction was over by maybe June.

And after that, also we had sonme renovati ons.
By Novenber, we did the whol e carpeting again.
New carpet in the restaurant. So we do have
sone continuously. W are having sone
renovation. The air conditioning was

repl aced, brand new air condition, you know,
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different tine.

So and still we are working on
things. W are not finished yet.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. So ny
question is like in May around this tinme, was
there sone renovation going on and if so, when
did they doit? Ddthey do it after hours?
Did they do it --

MR W CKRAMARATNE: They do sone
after hours, because that's the tine that we
are finishing the construction. So all this
touch-up work and finishing work is done after
work finish. So sone days what happen is if
the hotel is busy and we need sone nore, SO we
change the tinme, we push the tine a little
|ate. So they cone |ike m dnight and do
t hi ngs and by norning they finish everything
and it's nothing -- |ooks nothing done at
ni ght .

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Everything is

cl ean and nice, yeah

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. And

then finally, you nade reference to sone
docunents you have there. And | wanted to ask
you if you want to nove theminto -- what is
call ed noving theminto evidence, so that the

Board can consi der them

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes. | can do
t hat .

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER  So to do
that, | don't know if you have copies?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: | --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Do you have
copi es?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Actually,
think that | can nmake another copy. | can ask

my general manager to make a copy for ne.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  So we woul d
need them So wait. Let nme just tell you, we
woul d need them now.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  In this

proceeding, so, first of all, |I would want you

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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to show themto M. Stern. But if -- maybe
our staff can nake copies if you don't have
copies. How nmany docunents do you --

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: | have two,
three and this violation, of course.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. So --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ms. Wal ker, |
think M. Stern needs to see them

MR, STERN:. Yeah, if | could.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: W are goi ng
to nmake you a copy, unless you don't want one.

MR, STERN: | have no objection to
t hose.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ch, you don't
have objection. GCkay. Dee Dee? Maybe we
won't have to wait for the copies. W w il
make a copy to give back to you, but just for
me to, first, decide to admt theminto
evidence. M. Stern has no objection. So |
m ght have to give this back to you, unless
you can recall what they are to identify them

for the record.
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MR W CKRAMARATNE:  Ma'am wil |

you, please, repeat that, because |I'm --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.
think 1'"mgoing to have Ms. Wil ker give it
back to you to identify for the record, unless
you can do it from-- you know, | think --
only one copy, right?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Ch, yeah,
sure.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  CGkay. So
need you to identify what they are.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  So you can
say like this is Licensee's Exhibit No. 1,
it's a contract, blah, blah, blah.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Actually --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  No. 2 it's a
sign. No. 3 whatever. Ckay. Do you
understand what |' m saying? You have separate
docunents there.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, mm'am

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  So can you

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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i dentify each one? Say No. 1 is.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: | wote it on
that same bill

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: So the
construction bill and this signs.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Have you
nunber ed t henf?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, nmm'am
["'mvery sorry. And that is the violation

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: |Is he going to
descri be thenf

CHAI RPERSON M LLER | don't know.
G herwse, | wll.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ms. MIler, could
-- | thought the purpose was for this
gentl eman to descri be each of the exhibits.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Wl |, yeah.
| was going to say one of us, either he does
-- 1f he doesn't understand it, | can do it.

M. Stern hasn't objected. |If it's obvious--
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MR STERN: If it wll nake things

go faster, |I'll be happy to | ead himthrough
the questioning to admt those. | don't have
an objection to admtting them

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ri ght.

MEMBER ALBERTI: M. Stern, you
want to go to lunch, huh?

MR. STERN: No, no.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.

MR STERN: |I'mtrying to help, if
| can.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. This
iIs 2. Thisis 3. GCkay. Al right. So what
he has done is he has circled or identified on
t he docunent what they are.

Exhibit No. 1 is the construction
bill. Exhibit No. 2 is -- and there are two
pages to that. Exhibit No. 2 is the signin
the | obby of the hotel with the hours that the
restaurant and the | ounge are open.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But, Ms. Mller?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Yes?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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VEMBER ALBERTI : | think for the

record, we need sone acknow edgenent fromthe
i censee. You are seeing these things. You
don't really know what they are, unless the
i censee -- unless the wtness acknow edges
that you are correct.

MR, STERN: Let ne hel p.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. kay.
["mjust identifying them

MEMBER ALBERTI: | understand, but
you said this is a sign in the | obby. You
don't know that. He needs to --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes, but
we' re not finished.

MEMBER ALBERTI: He needs to
acknow edge that for you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. kay.
["mjust going to finish. No. 3 is a notice
of violation.

(Wher eupon, the docunents were

mar ked as Licensee Exhibit 1

through 3 for identification.)
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER M. Stern, do

you have sone questions for hinf |'mgoing to
gi ve these back. Now, do you -- thank you
MR, STERN: |'mgoing to show you

what you marked as No. 1. Can you tell ne
what that i1s?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: That's for the
construction bill. That's for the tine
peri od.

MR, STERN: Ckay. And is that a
true and accurate reflection of the bill which
you received for your construction?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, this is
the one that | received this norning fromthe
hot el .

MR, STERN: Ckay. I'mgoing to
show you what is Exhibit No. 2. Can you
identify what that is?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, this is
the sign that we posted in the | obby, the
operating hours for the restaurant and the

bar .
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MR. STERN. Ckay. And is that a

true and accurate depiction of what the | obby
sign | ooks |ike?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE:  Yes.
Personal ly, | took by nyself.

MR. STERN. Ckay. |I'll show you
No. 3. Can you tell me what that is?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: These are the
viol ation notice that | received fromthe
I nspectors that two -- on two occasi ons.

MR. STERN. Ckay. So these are
bot h vi ol ati ons?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE:  Yes.

MR. STERN. Thank you.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: One is the --
yeah.

MR. STERN: Wbuld you |ike these
admtted into evidence?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, sir

MR. STERN. W have no objecti on.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. Then

Li censee's Exhibit 1, 2 and 3 are adm tted
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I nto evidence.

(Wher eupon, the docunents marked

as Licensee Exhibit 1 through 3

were received in evidence.)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you
very nmuch, M. Stern.

Are there any ot her questions on
the exhibits?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes, | have sone.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Yes, M.

Al berti has sone questi ons.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Sir, okay, you
tal ked about soneone who posted signs on the
followi ng day. The inspector visits on
Saturday, May 4th, at 2:45 a.m, but the next
day soneone posts signs.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Wo is this
person? Do they have a | ast nane?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, she is
Rosa Al les and she was the --

MEMBER ALBERTI: All es?
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MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Al | es.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Alles.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. M. Alles.
Is she a |licensed manager ?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: She is, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Okay. So
t he next day she renenbers that she has got
stuff from her training and posts sonething
that she got from her training?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Al right.
Ms. Alles, how often does she work there?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: She is a part-
time enployee. And she is working |ike two or
three days per week.

MEMBER ALBERTI: [|'msorry? Can
you repeat that?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: She works like
two or three days. Mostly like two days per
week.

MEMBER ALBERTI: How many?
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MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Two days.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Two days per
week?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: A coupl e of
days, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So had she
been working there prior to M. Brooks' visit
in the week preceding that?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: She was not
t here when M. Brooks cane, no.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | understand
that, because it was --

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, she was.
She was.

MEMBER ALBERTI: She had worked in
the days preceding that? In the week
preceding M. Brooks' visit, had she worked
during that week?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: So you're
asking ne if she was there when M. Brooks
cone?

MEMBER ALBERTI: No. In the week
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prior to M. Brooks' visit.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Seven days prior
to M. Brooks' visit.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: During that
peri od of seven days --

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- did she work
at any tine during that seven days?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, sir

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Thank you.
So we had soneone who had the wherewi thal to
keep all this stuff fromthe training and have
it on hand and ready to post, but she didn't
have the wherewithal while she was working in
the preceding days to notice that the signs
weren't up. |s that correct?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Ch, actually,
she made a m stake and she post the wong one.
That's what | was sayi ng.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ch, no, no, no.
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She didn't recognize prior to M. Brooks'
visit that the ABRA required signs were not
up. |Is that correct?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: No. No, sir.
| nmean, the signs were there, that's what |
said. Mybe, |I'mnot sure exactly what
happened on Saturday ni ght when M. Brooks
came. The sign was there.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, what signs
were there?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: The ri ght
signs, sir. The signs that you all issued,
the |l egal signs were there and on that night,
Sat urday ni ght, maybe the cl eani ng peopl e had
put that down or took it off fromthe wall to
clean the bar, that's the tinme that it was
m ssing fromthe place that | have posted.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So the cl eaning
peopl e woul d take this down to clean the bar?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: A regul ar

practice?
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MR. W CKRAMARATNE:  No, the

constructi on peopl e.

MEMBER ALBERTI: |Is that regqgul ar
practice?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: |'m sorry?

MEMBER ALBERTI: |Is that a regqgul ar
practice?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: No, it's the
construction tine. Yes, of course, yes,
sonetimes that when we have |ike, you know,
bartenders when the dust is building, they
take all the signs and put it back. But the
construction tine the contractors are after
hours when they work, before they |eave they
cl ean everyt hi ng.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: And that's the
time that they have taken those things down,
because they don't know about any signs or
anything like that. The contractors are --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: -- third-
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party.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. So
when did the construction begi n?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Actually, it
was early 2013.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Early 2013. What
does that nean, January, February?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: January, yes.
Actually, it was a little before that, |
t hi nk.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: If | recall.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And was the bar
cl osed for a period?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, it was
closed until, | think, just before the
| nauguration be open a little bit. And there
was sone construction going on after that,
yes. We did sone m nor things.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Wait, wait, wait.
You just told nme -- I'mconfused. You told ne

the construction began in January of 2013, but
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then you said it was open during the
| naugur ati on.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: That's what |
sai d, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But that woul d
have been in January.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: January, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So when did the
bar close? Was the bar closed for a period?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, actually,
It was cl osed.

MEMBER ALBERTI: From when to
when?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: It was cl osed
unti| Maybe May, April or May. Actually, we
cl osed the bar tine to tinme according to what
t hey were doing.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: So, | nean --

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: -- that is

fromthat period.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 58
MEMBER ALBERTI: \What was the

state of the construction on May -- at the
begi nning of May? What was goi ng on?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Actually, they
put all the counters and the air condition
unit, so they had to put all those vents and
everything, so a |lot of dust is building. And
we do sonetinmes, | can't renenber exact days.
They put new cabinets, put in the bar. And
everything was replaced. So tine to tine they
had taken -- they were doing sonme work in the
bar .

MEMBER ALBERTI: According to what
you are describing to ne, it seens like it
woul d have been a regul ar occurrence for them
to take down the signs.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Actually, they
put the sign down, because | believe that they
are cleaning the walls.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right, right.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: And

everyt hi ng.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: So from what you

described to ne, since this construction is
going on, it would have been a regul ar
occurrence that they would have taken down the
si gns.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: | believe
that. | nean, tine to tinme that we see they
put the things down. There are different
peopl e cone for this construction conpany.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right, right. So
t hey woul d have been taken down and then,
according to you, put back up.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Thr oughout that
whol e peri od.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Wo was
responsi bl e for nmaking sure that they went
back up?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: The nanager on
duty.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And you knew t hat
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they were com ng down. You obviously had to
know. Wait, wait. You had to know. You are
just telling ne that this was a regul ar
occurrence. Construction is going on, people
are taking themoff the walls to clean and
everything, so you knew that they were com ng
down fromtine to tine. |Is that correct?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Tine to tine,
yes, but | don't know on that particul ar day
that they were down or not.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. So
you knew, you knew. All right. Who was
responsi bl e for nmaking sure that they were up?

MEMBER ALBERTI: The nmanager on
duty should be responsible for that.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. But
she hadn't. She was there all day Sunday and
she hadn't. Is that correct?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, she had.
Yes, she had Sunday. Actually, Sunday, yes,
she put the thing back on on Sunday, but she

put the w ong one.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: She was trained.

She knew what the right ones were. Is that
correct?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Well, she was
trai ned, but she was -- she picked the wong
sign.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, where were
the right ones?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: |'m sorry?

MEMBER ALBERTI: \Were were the
ri ght ones?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: It was --
that's what | found behind the POS system |t
was right over there and | nean, maybe she
overl ooked them |'mnot sure exactly how --
what happened, but she was -- it was the w ong
one that she put up.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So when did you
find the right ones?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: |'m sorry?

MEMBER ALBERTI: When did you find

the right ones?
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MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Ch, actually,

that was on -- right one, | found it. Later

| found it, even after M. Brooks cane, that

| didn't see that right away, because | was

concentrating the sign and right away |

t hought oh, no. Wthout |ooking for that, I

asked himdo you have a sign? Here you go.

| put it right away, because | know how

critical to have those things on the wall.
So | didn't pay attention right

away, but later on | found that was behind the

sign.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But on Sunday she
didn't call -- she didn't text you to say |
can't find the signs. |Is that correct?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: No, sir. No.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Thank you.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: | called her.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | don't care.
You called her? Wen? Sunday?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: On Sunday

nor ni ng, because the inspector was there
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Sat ur day.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And what did you
tell her?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: What's that?

MEMBER ALBERTI: What did you tell
her with respect to the signs?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: | said that |
heard that the inspector was there | ast night
at 2:45 in the norning and they said they
cannot find the sign. Wat's going on with
the signs? And she | ooked and said yeah, sure
the sign was not there. So | said okay, post
the sign. Find the sign and post it, because
it had to be there. So that was |ike after a
few hours the inspector cane.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But did she call
you back and tell you she couldn't find the
si gns?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, she said
that she posted a sign.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. No

further questions, sir.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  kay.

Q hers?
MEMBER SHORT: | have a question.
CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Yes.
MEMBER SHORT: Good norning, sir.
MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Good nor ni ng,
sir.

MEMBER SHORT: You have been in
busi ness how | ong i n Washi ngton, D.C ?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: About 17
years.

MEMBER SHORT: 17 years. Are you
famliar wwth the District of Colunbia' s DCRA
Regul ati ons when you are doing construction in
an occupi ed bui l di ng?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: | think that |
know sone of it. | don't know what -- | know
the -- yeah.

MEMBER SHORT: Are you famliar
wth the regulations for DCRA wth
construction in an occupi ed buil di ng?

MR. W CKRAVARATNE: Yes, | do,
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but, yes. | say yes, but | know the basics.
I don't know exactly.

MEMBER ALBERTI: That's a good

guesti on.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Anyt hi ng
rel ated to al cohol beverage, yes, | think
know.

MEMBER SHORT: Okay. And you were
there from January, you say construction was
goi ng on, through May?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Right, yes.

MEMBER SHORT: And every night
that the construction took place, the signs
were put back up other than the tine the
I nspector cane?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: It was tinme to
time. Yeah, it was they had been down. Yes,
It was back on the wall, yes.

MEMBER SHORT: So you knew there
was a problemw th the signs going back up
after construction?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: It was -- at
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that tine, it was not a huge issue, because it
was -- mainly was follow the procedures. So
| nmean, the signs were there tine to tine.
MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. And the --
MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Tine to tine
It was being done. | nean, taken out, then
definitely it was going back to the wall.
MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. And al so,
t he question was asked about how many
viol ati ons you had had, the history, since you
have been working there at that establishnent.
MR W CKRAMARATNE: | think that
that was before ny term | was one tine.
That was serve al cohol for a m nor because he
has actually checked his I D, according to ny
know edge, but he didn't cal cul ate age
properly. But however, it was di sm ssed or
sonething. | can't renenber exactly what
happened. That's the only violation that we
ever had in the organization.
MEMBER SHORT: The history doesn't

reflect that, but I'll just say this. | think

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 67

that you need to refresh yourself wth the

rul es and regul ati ons dealing wth DCRA
Consuner and Regul atory Affairs, construction,
whi | e you have an operating business for an
occupi ed bui |l di ng.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: | think that would
help alleviate your problens. | don't know if
it would have hel ped that night with the
signs, but | think if you knew t hose
regul ations, it would help you and your staff
do a better job.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, sir
Yes, | agree wwth you. But | have trained
themand | have told them conti nuously that
you have sone training and recoachi ng them
Yeah, it was, at that tine, a m stake that
they post the wong one. But it was saying
the sane nessage, but it was the wong one.

MEMBER SHORT: So you trained them
to do the right thing, but they put up the

wrong sign?
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MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes. At that

time, she put the wong one, yes, | agree wth
t hat .

MEMBER SHORT: And how | ong has
she worked for you?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Tine to tine,
maybe -- she was -- been there for |ike four
or five years now.

MEMBER SHORT: Four or five years.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: So she is a
vet eran?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, | do have

sone people like 20 plus, so | can't call them

vet er ans.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. | thank you.
That's all | have.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.
QG hers? | just have two quick questions.

MR W CKRAVARATNE: Sure, ma'am
CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  What is the

POS systemyou are referring to?
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MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Actually, it

was right underneath the sign at the bar
count er.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  What is that,
POS?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Ch, that is
the M CROS conputer system

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  The what
syst enf?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: The conputer.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  The conput er
syst enf?

MR W CKRAMARATNE:  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Conputer, yes.
It has a huge screen and, you know.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. And
how are your signs affixed on the wall? Do
you have themin glass on hooks or do you --

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: No, actually
we put --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: -- tape them
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or what do you do?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: -- what do you
call, Scotch tape.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Scot ch tape?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. So
they can cone on and off that way.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Al
right. Anybody else? Any questions on Board
guesti ons?

MR. STERN: | do have one or two
guesti ons.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  kay.

MR STERN. By the way, you were
saying P-OS, Point of Sale?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, point of
sal e.

MR, STERN:. Ckay. So it's |like
the cash register, but --

MR W CKRAMARATNE:  Yes.

MR, STERN: -- it's conputerized.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MR, STERN: Ckay. And now, when
you were -- you knew that the citation was for
not having the signs, right?

MR W CKRAMARATNE:  Yes.

MR, STERN: And your nmanager told
you that she put up the sign. |Isn't that

correct?

2

W CKRAMARATNE:  Yes, she did.

MR, STERN:. Did you bring the sign
wi th you?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: |'m sorry?

MR STERN: D d you bring that
sign wth you?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: No, no, no, it
was in ny office. | nean, we do have sone
traini ng.

MR. STERN. Here today. D d you
bring the sign wth you?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: No, | didn't.
Now, we have a new sign

MR. STERN:  Ckay.
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MR, W CKRAMARATNE:  Yes.

MR STERN: But the sign that your
manager put up was an integral part of what
you are defendi ng, your actions?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

Actually, | can forward that to you. | don't
have ri ght now.

MR STERN: Unfortunately, today
IS the day.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

MR, STERN:  You didn't bring it?

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, just
everybody aware about those things, those
ot her ones that we have inspectors -- | nean,
the training people give training.

MR STERN. Ckay. And you said
that the bar has been operating since January?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, sir

MR STERN: And selling beverages
and all that?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

MR, STERN. And this was My,

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 73
right?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

MR STERN. So during that tine
period, the sign would have been com ng up and
down, up and down, up and down, right?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: There was a
few occasi ons, yes.

MR, STERN: And it's your position
that this was the one and only tine, the one
time that the Investigators cane in that it
didn't get up, right?

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Certainly I
can swear and say that, yes.

MR, STERN:. Ckay. Thank you. No
further questions.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. Then
t hank you. You can go back to the table.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Ch, thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  And at this
point, | think --

MR. STERN: The Gover nnent

actually has one quick rebuttal wtness, if --
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER  You do?

Ckay. Then you may call your rebuttal

W t ness.

MR, STERN: | nvestigator Jones.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Good nor ni ng,
M. Jones.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: (Good nor ni ng.
Wher eupon,

| NVESTI GATOR EARL JONES

was called as a witness by Counsel for the
Governnent, and having been first duly sworn,
assunmed the w tness stand and was exam ned and
testified as foll ows:

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

MR, STERN: Yes, M. Jones, could
you give us your full nane and spell your [ ast
name for the record, please?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Earl Jones,
E-A-R-L | ast nane Jones, J-ONE-S

MR STERN: Ckay. And are you

enpl oyed?
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| N\VESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes, sir.

MR, STERN. And how are you
enpl oyed?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: W th the
Al cohol i c Beverage Regul ati on Adm ni stration.

MR, STERN:. Ckay. Going back to
May 4, 2013, were you involved with an
establ i shnent that becane known to you as the
Holiday Inn Central ?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, sir.

MR STERN. Ckay. And your
i nvol venment with that, were you part of the
regul atory inspection that went on?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, sir.

MR, STERN:. Ckay. Can you tell us
why you cane at 2:45?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: | cane at
2:45 because there were -- at the tine,
actual ly I nvestigator Brooks was actually
training under ne, at that tinme. And so | had
a batch of regulatory inspections that needed

to get done and within that batch of
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I nspections was the hotel, Holiday Inn
Central

MR STERN. Ckay. D d you
anticipate that the bar would be open, at that
time?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: It was a hit
or mss because the hours of operations
I ndicates that they end at 3:00 in the
nor ni ng.

MR STERN: Okay. So the hours of
operation end at 3:00.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes.

MR, STERN: 2:45 woul d have been
wi thin those hours of operation?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes.

MR, STERN: Thank you. Now, did
you go back with Investigator Brooks on Mynday
to talk to the establishment?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, sir.

MR STERN. Ckay. Can you tell ne
whet her or not there was any non- ABRA signs up

regardi ng sale of alcohol to 18 -- people

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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under 21 or pregnant -- warnings regarding
pregnant wonen?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: When we
arrived at the establishnment, we spoke with
t he manager here who is here today. Again,
don't want to butcher his nane. But we spoke
with him W observed that there were no
signs that were posted. W advised that the
establ i shnent was in violation of not posting
si gns.

And at that tinme, he kept beggi ng
us to give hima break, give hima break, give
hima break and we advi sed himthat when we
cane that Saturday -- that Sunday -- that
Saturday norning, that the signs weren't
posted. And again, us revisiting the signs
still weren't posted.

And he asked, at that point in
time, for the signs.

MR STERN. Ckay. Wen you say
the signs weren't posted, were there any signs

post ed?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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| NVESTI GATOR JONES: No, there

were no signs posted.

MR, STERN: Thank you. No further
guesti ons.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Do you have
any cross-examnation for this w tness, based
on his testinony?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Sure, yes,
ma'am My |7

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Um hum

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: | really don't
want to nmake things conplicated, but | can
remenber very -- | think | have a very good
menory. And on Monday, | nean, you both cane
back on Monday. Did | ask you to give ne the
sign and you said that we don't have the sign,
right sign?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: | just stated
that, yes.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes. So

according to M. Brooks said that on the 14th

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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he said that you don't have a sign. You can
see a sign when you cane the third tine? But
even | received the sign on Monday, that was
i ke, you know, inmediately the working day
nmorning, | post the sign right in front of
you. And you are still telling that -- is
that right? Can you renenber?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: I'mtelling
you when we wal ked in, we didn't see the signs
posted. That's what | stated.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: So you said
that there was no sign on the wall, any other
sign that you said --

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Not that |
recall, no, sir.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: No further
guesti ons, because | can renenber it was
t here.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Are
t here Board questions?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes.

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. M.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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Al berti ?

MEMBER ALBERTI : | nvesti gator
Jones, | amjust a little confused about the
dat es.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ri ght.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You cane on a
Saturday initially, right, and they were
cl osed?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: |Is that correct?
Al right. Wen did you cone back? Was it
the foll ow ng Monday?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: We went -- we
revisited the establishnment on the foll ow ng
Monday. And there was also a tine that
| nvestigator Brooks went on his own.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Wi ch was?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: But | don't
know when. \Which was the first tinme that he
initially -- | believe it was maybe the 15th
where he had issued a citation. That's what

he was stating to you all that he had issued

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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a citation and he had to revise it.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Wen did
you give themthe correct signs? Wre you
there when the --

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. And --

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: That was t hat
Monday.

MEMBER ALBERTI: It was that
Monday ?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So the
dates here --

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Wel |, it
wasn't indicated in the report because since
then our format for this type of case has
changed. So when we stated information in
this manner, it just basically told what
happened.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: | didn't

I ndicate that the signs were given on a

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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certain date.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Very good.
Thank you very nuch

| N\VESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, sir.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: O hers?

MEMBER SHORT: | have one, Madam
Chair.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes, M.
Short ?

MEMBER SHORT: Again, what date
did you give himthe correct signs, the real
si gns?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: That woul d be
on the 6th, | believe, sir. The Mnday, yes,
sir.

MEMBER SHORT: And did you return
after giving himthe correct signs?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, sir.

MEMBER SHORT: WAs the sign up at
that tine?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, sir.

VEMBER SHORT: That's all | have.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Okay. Any

guesti ons based on Board questions?

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: None for ne.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Al right.
Thank you very nuch, M. Jones.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Thank you.

(Wher eupon, w tness was excused.)

MR, STERN: That woul d concl ude
the District's case.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. Then
t hi nk everyone has put in whatever they want,
docunents into evidence. W have your
docunents. Ckay.

Then it is time for closing and,
M. Stern, the Governnment goes first.

MR. STERN: Yes, thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:.  Ckay.

MR, STERN: The District of
Col unbi a woul d contend that we have proven
these two violations by clear and convinci ng
evi dence.

The fact is that at the tinme the

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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I nspection was originally made on May 4t h,

that was during the regular hours of operation
of the establishnent. Now, the establishnent
wasn't serving at that tinme, but it was within
their regular hours of operation.

And when the inspectors cane to
the establishnment, the establishment did not
have the required signs posted. That woul d be
true if everything that respondent said was
al so true, which we find -- we believe that
the Board should find is not credible.

Let ne just go over a little bit
of the evidence, the reasons why the
information fromthe respondent is not
credi bl e.

First of all, the violation
occurred |ate Saturday night. The
establ i shnent was open all day Sunday. They
still didn't have, by their own adm ssion, the
correct signs up on Sunday.

On Monday when the establishnent

was open, they still didn't have the correct

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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signs up. And as the Investigator testified,
when he cane there, even the incorrect sign
wasn't up.

The establishnment had had their
signs being taken down and put up, they claim
regularly. It was by his own adm ssion, by
his own testinony this was not a matter of
extrene inportance. | contend that it was not
a matter of extrene inportance to them because
It was only a sign and they didn't feel,
because it had to cone down regularly for
construction, that they really needed to go
through the effort of putting it up regularly
as wel | .

And that's why when the -- |
bel i eve the Board should find incredibl e that
on one particular day that the inspection
happened to be done was the one day out of a
four nonth period that the signs cane down,
but didn't go back up. It's just incredul ous
that woul d be the height of bad | uck.

But even if it was just bad | uck,

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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the sites didn't -- the signs didn't go up.

The signs were down, that's a violation.

The Governnent believes that the
establ i shnent should be fined for each of
these violations. The violation for failing
to have a warning sign as to pregnancy has a
maxi mum vi ol ati on of $100 by statute. The
second charge is a secondary violation, we
bel i eve a maxi num fi ne of $500 is appropriate,
bringing the total fine of $600 for both
counts.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. You
can do cl osi ng.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes. Yes, |
understand that that's no excuse that we
shoul d have the right sign. But during the
dates, May 4th, 2:45 in the norning the
I nspectors canme. At that tinme, we are
conpletely -- the bar is closed, |ocked down,
everything is no access for any al cohol at
al | .

Ckay. And when | heard that early

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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norni ng, actually, at 6:00 in the norning, but
the text was sent imredi ately when the

I nspectors were there, about |ike 3:00. And
said that there was still no sign. | call in
the norning on Sunday, that is after a few
hours when | heard this, there was no sign
over there.

And | told the nanager on duty as
for the signs, what happened to the sign
because it was there. | know that. And at
that tinme, just for Sunday, the sign was put--
the sign was i medi ately put on the wall, but
it was the wong one. kay.

And after that, on Mynday norning
the operation is from11:00 to 3:30 in the --
3:00 in the norning, that's what we have the
license for. 11:00 in the norning to 3:00 in
the norning, follow ng norning, but we never
conduct business -- have business until 3:00
I n the norning.

Ckay. W never -- normally, we

close around |ike 11:00 or 11: 30, we are done.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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We cl ose everything. And as soon as the -- on
Monday norni ng when the gentleman cane to talk
to ne about it, not to issue the violation

the violation tickets were not issued on that
day, when he cane and spoke to ne about the
violation, | imediately -- | had got the sign
fromhimwthout even trying to look for it,

| don't want to waste tine on that.

Second it's ny priority is to | ook
for the sign, but imedi ately what cone to ny
m nd, as a responsi bl e person, okay, let ne
fix this problemright amay. So | fix the
problemright away and put the sign that is
after one day, that was on Sunday. So and
after that, that was on the 6th that it's up,
that's a little nore than 24 hours.

And on the 15th, the gentl eman cane
back and gave ne the first ticket for $600
with a second offense. But according to the
case report, it shows that inspector have
reviewed ny records, the past history, and

there was -- they found no violations on that
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day. Wiy | was -- why it was on the 15th and

not the one day, why they giving ne a ticket
for two days then if they reviewed the
records?

And after that, when he cane on
the 15th and gave it to ne, yes, | signed and
took the thing, because | don't want to argue
that. That's not the right tine. And | told
that is wong, because | never had a violation
on the signs before.

So and after that gentlenman cane
back again on the 18th and said -- issue ne
the correct ticket. So |I'm suddenly in huge
confusion, but you see, |adies and gentl enen,
you see that | have fixed the problemright
away by wthin 24 hours, approximtely, 24
hours. And it was on a Sunday. And this
happened on Sunday early norning, 2:45 in the
nor ni ng.

But i mmedi ately on Monday norni ng,
as soon as they cane, regardless, | fix the

problem It's just |ess than about |ike 24

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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hours, that's all | have that the wong sign
was there. But | make sure that every tine
that since all those years | work, the signs
ere there. There was no violations on the
si gns.

It's the first tinme that we had
this one. And | was confused why this
i nspector com ng back and forth and | eaving ne
these things and telling ne the violation,
even though there was no i ssues on that day,
and went back and the statenent you send ne,
" mrepeating again the sane thing, you al
have -- they have reviewed ny history and
found no violation on the 14th, but on the 15th
t he next day, they are sending a wong ticket
for me, a charge for ne for a second of fense.

| was confused. And after that I
said no, there was no viol ation, please,
doubl e check and after that they canme on the
18th and issued ne the right one.

So | nean, | believe that both

side we had did sone errors, sone m stakes,

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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but | have not conpletely -- the business was
not operating wthout any signs at all. There
was a sign there, but it was the wong one.

It was tell themthis age, but naybe you are

not taking that as a right answer, but there

was -- we nade a m stake on putting the wong
sign.

But it still -- it said the sane--
gave the sane nessage. So that's all | can
tell you. That -- | nean, | think that | have

said everything that according to ny
know edge.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: And | nean,
both side nmade m stakes. And nobody been
harmed with that. No violation will be --
nobody claima violation that guests or
sonebody that we served sone |ady or pregnant
person wth al cohol because there was no sign.
There was no indication of that. No other
viol ati on on that Sunday, just one day, 24

hour s.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  kay.

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: | nade a
m stake for 24 hours. M. Brooks m ght have
made a m stake for 24 hours, too. He reviewed
the records on the 14th and 15th, after 24
hours, he is issuing a wong one. So he nade
a m stake, too.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: |'m sorry.
Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  No, that's
okay. W have got it. W got it. Thank you
very nmuch. Ckay. There is no rebuttal, |
assune? Al right.

At this point, I'mgoing to close
the record. W have got all the evidence in
the record that you put in today. |[|'m going
to ask if parties wwsh to file proposed
findings of fact and concl usions of |aw or
wai ve their right to do so?

MR, STERN: The District would

wal ve.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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Sir,

MR W CKRAMARATNE: No, nm'am

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.
probably didn't. So basically, we have
your whol e case.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: At the

You

hear d

end of

a case, the parties could file in witing

proposed findings of facts and then
conclusions of law like a legal brief.

nmost cases, that's not done. And the

In

Governnent is waiving its right to do so.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  So you
ei ther waive your right to do so or tel
you want to file sonething |ike that.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: So ny

understand, just to nake sure --

can

us

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Go ahead.

MR W CKRAMARATNE: It was not

wal ved. It was -- |'ve been fined.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  No, we are

just tal king about right now. W have heard
all the evidence fromyou here.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  And t he
Governnent here. By your testinony, by your
docunents. W have a transcript. And we wll
make a deci sion based on that.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. But
you could, if you wanted to, file sonmething in
witing articulating the findings that this
Board shoul d nmake based on the evi dence we
heard. Most parties in these kind of cases
don't do that. M. Stern is not going to do
t hat .

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: | believe that
iIt's not necessary, because | believe the
Board and | believe that you all do here your
job right. And at the sane tine, you are not
here to punish the establishnents that do

their job right. And m stakes can happen.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. So

what is neans is no that --

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: No.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. It just neans
we are going to make a decision based on --

MR. W CKRAMARATNE: Yes, mm'am

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER  -- this
today, the facts in the record.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Ckay, yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  And the | aw.
Ckay. So neither parties are going to file
proposed findings of fact and concl usi ons of
| aw.

Ckay. So what is going to happen
Is l'mgoing to read the instructions. W are
going to take a vote on considering this
matter in closed session. And then we wl|l
I ssue an order wthin 90 days. Gkay. Just a
m nut e.

As Chairperson of the Al coholic
Beverage Control Board for the District of

Col unbi a and i n accordance with Secti on 405 of

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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t he Open Meetings Anendnent Act of 2010, |

nove that the ABC Board hold a cl osed neeting
for the purpose of seeking | egal advice from
our counsel on Case No. 13-CWP-00228, Holi day
Inn Central, per Section 405(b)(4) of the Open
Meeti ngs Anendnent Act of 2010, and

del i berating upon this case for the reasons
cited in Section 405(b)(13) of the Open

Meeti ngs Anendnent Act of 2010.

Do | have a second?

MEMBER BROCKS: Second.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. M. Brooks
has seconded the notion. |'ll now take a roll
call vote on the notion now that it is before
us.

M. Brooks?

MEMBER BROCKS: | agree.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER M.

Rodri guez?
MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: | agree.
CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ms. Ml er

agr ees.
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M. Silverstein?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: | agree.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. M. Short?

MEMBER SHORT: | agree.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. It
appears that the notion has passed by a 5-0-0
vot e.

| hereby give notice that the ABC
Board will hold a closed neeting in the ABC
Board conference roomto deliberate upon this
case and we wll issue a witten decision
within 90 days.

MR, STERN:. Ckay. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you
very nuch.

MR, W CKRAMARATNE: Thank you.
May | go? Thank you very nuch.

(Wher eupon, the Show Cause Heari ng
in the above-entitled matter was concl uded at

11:20 a. m)
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