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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
+ + + + +
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +
MEETING

þ----------------------------»
IN THE MATTER OF:            :
                             :
Cesar Guzman t/a             :
Casa Blanca Restaurant       : Show Cause
1014 Vermont Avenue, NW      : Hearing
Retailer CR - ANC-2F         : (Status)
License No. 20067            :
Case #12-CMP-00046           :
                             :
(No ABC Manager on Duty)     :
þ----------------------------¼

                 January 9, 2013
            The Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board met in the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Hearing Room, 2000 14th Street, N.W., Suite
400S Washington, D.C. 20009, Chairperson
Ruthanne Miller, presiding.

PRESENT:
RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member 
HERMAN JONES, Member

MIKE SILVERSTEIN, Member

ALSO PRESENT:
CHRISSY GEPHARDT, OAG
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1               P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                      (9:59 a.m.)

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  The next case

4 on the calendar is Case No. 12-CMP-00046, Casa

5 Blanca Restaurant located at 1014 Vermont

6 Avenue, N.W., License No. 20067, in ANC-2F.

7             Would the parties in this case,

8 please, come forward?

9             MS. GEPHARDT:  Chrissy Gephardt on

10 behalf of the District of Columbia.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I don't see

12 that there is anyone here on behalf of the

13 licensee.  Do you have any knowledge, Ms.

14 Gephardt, that they may be on their way or

15 anything to that effect?

16             MS. GEPHARDT:  I don't have any

17 information based on whether they are going to

18 be here today or not.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Well,

20 then at this point, I will just schedule this

21 then for hearing, for a Show Cause Hearing on

22 March 6, 2013 at 1:30 p.m.



202-234-4433
Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.

Page 3

1             (Whereupon, at 10:00 a.m. a recess

2 until 10:30 a.m.)

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I understand

4 that the licensee is here for Case No. 12-CMP-

5 00046, Casa Blanca Restaurant.

6             MS. GEPHARDT:  Oh, okay.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And before we

8 go on to another hearing case, I think we can

9 address the status.  This is a Status Hearing. 

10 Yes, Casa Blanca.  Okay.  Do you need to talk?

11             MS. GEPHARDT:  Yes, based on

12 behalf of the Government, I would just like to

13 quickly talk to the licensee.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Would

15 you like a five minute break?

16             MS. GEPHARDT:  Yes, a five minute

17 break would be wonderful.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right.

19             MS. GEPHARDT:  Thank you so much.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Then

21 the Board will recess for five minutes, too.

22             (Whereupon, at 10:31 a.m. a recess
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1 until 10:39 a.m.)

2             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  All

3 right.  We are ready to go on the record now

4 with Case No. 12-CMP-00046, Casa Blanca

5 Restaurant, located at 1014 Vermont Avenue,

6 N.W., License No. 20067 in ANC-2F.

7             We called this case earlier and

8 the license wasn't here, so we just went ahead

9 and scheduled it for Show Cause Hearing. 

10 However, now it appears that the licensee is

11 here and we can address this case and see if

12 there are any preliminary matters with respect

13 to it.

14             So, first, I would ask the

15 licensee and the parties to identify

16 themselves for the record.

17             MS. GEPHARDT:  My name is Chrissy

18 Gephardt.  I'm here on behalf of the District

19 of Columbia.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And the

21 licensee?  Can you identify yourself for the

22 record?
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1             MS. GUZMAN:  I'm the owner of the

2 restaurant.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And what are

4 your names?

5             MS. GUZMAN:  Cesar Guzman and

6 Diana Guzman.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And do

8 we have any language issue here or anything?

9             MS. GUZMAN:  Yes, I'll be

10 translating for him.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You can --

12 will be speaking for him and explaining to

13 him?

14             MS. GUZMAN:  Yes.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And

16 your relationship is?

17             MS. GUZMAN:  I'm his daughter.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  I need

19 to ask you then if he received notice of his

20 hearing?

21             MS. GUZMAN:  Um, he received a

22 letter that said he had to appear.  He did.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Did he

2 read it?

3             MS. GUZMAN:  He did.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Did he

5 understand it?

6             MS. GUZMAN:  Yes.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And does he

8 waive the Board's reading the notice into the

9 record right now?

10             MS. GUZMAN:  Um --

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Do you know

12 what I'm saying?

13             MS. GUZMAN:  I'm not sure if I'm

14 following you.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  It just means

16 you can say -- if you say no, it means we need

17 to read that document now into the record or

18 you can say no, we don't need to read it into

19 the record, the Board.  It's a formality. 

20 It's rarely done that the Board would actually

21 read it.  Most parties say fine, we waive, you

22 know, the Board's reading it.
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1             MS. GUZMAN:  Um, I don't know.  I

2 guess it -- is it up to us?

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

4             MS. GUZMAN:  It's up to you guys. 

5 He doesn't really care.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  You're

7 fine with our not reading it into the record. 

8 It's in the record.

9             MS. GUZMAN:  Okay.  

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  This written

11 notice.  Okay.  So now, Ms. Gephardt, do we

12 have any preliminary matters?

13             MS. GEPHARDT:  Yes, we do.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

15             MS. GEPHARDT:  The parties have

16 agreed on an offer in compromise that we would

17 like to present to the Board for consideration

18 in this case.

19             The charge is no ABC manager on

20 duty.  The parties have agreed to a fine of

21 $500 payable within 30 days.

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  All
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1 right.  So I want to ask the licensee to make

2 sure that this is your understanding and

3 agreement to pay a penalty of $500 within 30

4 days.

5             MS. GUZMAN:  Yes.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Yes?

7             MS. GUZMAN:  Yes.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And that you

9 understand that you waive your right to a

10 hearing by paying the penalty?

11             MS. GUZMAN:  Right.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Mr.

13 Jones?

14             MEMBER JONES:  Thank you, Madam

15 Chair.  How did you arrive at the OIC dollar

16 amount?

17             MS. GEPHARDT:  This is the second

18 secondary violation within the last two years

19 for this licensee.  And going within the time

20 frame or excuse me the range for a second

21 secondary violation within two years, the

22 range being $500 to -- I'm sorry, I'm blanking
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1 right now.

2             MEMBER JONES:  $750.

3             MS. GEPHARDT:  To $750, thank you.

4             MEMBER JONES:  And how did you

5 arrive at this being the second?  What are you

6 pulling that from?

7             MS. GEPHARDT:  I'm pulling this

8 from the investigative history that I have

9 received, which based on 12/27/2011, there was

10 a quarterly statement violation and a citation

11 was paid for $250 on 11/1.  That date can't be

12 right.

13             MEMBER JONES:  Just to make sure

14 we are talking about -- what's the name of the

15 licensee?

16             MS. GEPHARDT:  Casa Blanca.

17             MEMBER JONES:  Casa Blanca, okay.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Any

19 other questions?  Do you have a question?

20             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Not of them.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  All

22 right.  Okay.  Then I move to approve this
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1 offer in compromise of $500 payable within 30

2 days.  Do I have a second?

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Second.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr. Alberti

5 has seconded the motion.  Any other comments

6 or questions?

7             All those in favor then of the

8 motion say aye.

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Aye.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Aye.

11             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Aye.

12             MEMBER BROOKS:  Aye.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those

14 opposed?  All those abstaining?

15             MEMBER JONES:  I abstain.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Then the

17 motion passes by a vote of 4-0-1.  Okay. 

18 Thank you.  All right.  That concludes this

19 case.  Thank you very much.

20             (Whereupon, the Show Cause

21 (Status) Hearing in the above-entitled matter

22 was concluded at 10:45 a.m.)
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